
Lines 1-6:
Fill in the name and contact 
information of the cross-defendant(s) 
(i.e., the property owner or water 
cooperative).  This is the same name 
and contact information you filled in 
on your Form Answer unless you have 
updated contact information that you 
want to provide.





Question 1:
The same name and contact 
information that you filled in on Page 1.

Question 2:
If you don't know how much water you 
pump, you can state that you don't 
know how much water you pump.
If you don't have a meter on your well 
or any other way to measure how much 
water you use, you can state that you 
don't have a meter or any other means 
of measuring the amount of water you 
pump.
If your property is vacant and you 
don't use any water on it, you can state 
that your property is vacant and you do 
not pump any water for use on your 
property.  It is still helpful to know that 
no water is being pumped on property 
yet and that the owner may want to 
pump water in the future.



Question 2 Continued:
If you purchased the property after 2011 
and do not have any records of water 
pumped before your purchase of the 
property, you can provide information 
for the years that you do know.  For 
years in which you don't have any 
knowledge, you can state that you do 
not know and you can state why (e.g., I 
purchased the property in 2016).

Question 3:
"A water right is legal 
permission to use a reasonable 
amount of water for a beneficial 
purpose."  (Cal. State Wat. Res. 
Control Bd., Frequently Asked 
Questions, https://
www.waterboards.ca.gov/
waterrights/board_info/
faqs.html#toc178761079.)  
California law recognizes 
different kinds of rights to 
groundwater, including 
overlying, appropriative, and 
prescriptive rights, among 
others.  An overlying right is a 
right to use groundwater under 
your property for reasonable and 
beneficial use on your property.  
An appropriative right is the 
right to take water from the 
ground for reasonable and 
beneficial use on property other 
than where it was pumped.  A 
prescriptive right is a right that 
is acquired through adverse 
possession of someone else's 
water right similar to "squatter's 
rights" to land.

Question 3 Continued:
If your property gets water from a well, 
you can state that you own property and 
claim a right to water through your 
ownership of your property.
If your property is vacant, you can still 
state that you claim a right to water 
through your ownership of your 
property.
In legalese, this is called an overlying 
right.

Question 4:
Question 4 is asking how you use the 
water you pump.  For example, do you 
use water for a home/domestic use, to 
irrigate landscaping/garden, for crops, 
for ranch animals, etc.?
If your property is vacant, you can 
leave this blank or state that your 
property is vacant and you aren't using 
any water.



Question 5:
Question 5 is asking where your well is 
located.  You can provide the address 
for the property on which the well is 
located.  If the property on which the 
well is located does not have an 
address, you can provide the County 
Assessor Parcel Number.  You can also 
use geographic descriptors to indicate 
where on the property it is located (e.g., 
northeast corner).
If your property is vacant, you can 
leave this question blank or state that 
your property is vacant and you are not 
using any water.

Question 6:
Question 6 is asking where you 
are using the groundwater you 
pump.  If you are pumping 
water and using it on your 
property, you can give the 
address and/or County 
Assessor Parcel Number for 
your property.
A water cooperative with 
multiple connections should 
identify the address and/or 
County Assessor Parcel 
Number for all properties 
connected to the well system.Question 7:

Question 7 is asking whether, in the 
future, you anticipate using more 
water than you currently use each year, 
or whether you anticipate simply 
continuing your current use.
If your property is vacant and you 
anticipate developing it in the future, 
you can state that the property is 
currently vacant but you anticipate 
developing it and needing water for 
your future use of the property.

Question 8:
You can view the text of Water Code 
sections 1005.1, 1005.2, and 1005.4 at 
no cost through the California 
Legislature's website:  https://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
codes.xhtml.

Question 8 Continued:
Question 8 is for (1) those 
using water imported from 
another groundwater basin or 
water conserved and saved in 
the Indian Wells Valley 
through a water conservation 
system without which such 
water would have wasted; and/
or (2) those who have filed with 
the California State Water 
Resources Control Board a 
statement of reduction in the 
extraction of groundwater each 
year due to their use of 
alternate water.



Question 9:
Question 9 is for those in the Indian 
Wells Valley, if any, who get water 
from somewhere other than the 
ground, such as an above-ground 
river, an above-ground creek, or a 
third party through a contract with 
that third party.

Question 10:
Question 10 is for those who import 
water from outside the Indian Wells 
Valley for use in the Indian Wells 
Valley or who have a system to 
manage recharge of surface water that 
serves to replenish groundwater in 
the Indian Wells Valley.



Question 11:
Question 11 is asking for the name(s) 
and contact information for all 
persons with knowledge of the 
information you provided in response 
to the preceding questions.  This 
would likely include you as the person 
completing the form.  It could also 
include anyone else familiar with 
pumping and water use on your 
property, such as a spouse, partner, 
roommate, or, if you lease out your 
property, your tenant.



Lines 16-19:
Date, Sign, Print Your Name



Code of Civil Procedure section 842 
provides, "A party shall make its 
initial disclosures based on the 
information then reasonable available 
to it."  (Code Civ. Proc., § 842(c).)  
Section 842 further provides, "A 
party's disclosures under this section 
shall be verified under penalty of 
perjury as being true and correct to 
the best of the party's 
knowledge."  (Code Civ. Proc., § 
842(g).)  This page (Verification) is 
designed to serve this purpose.  By 
signing, you are indicating that you 
have completed the form truthfully 
and to the best of your knowledge.



Code of Civil Procedure section 842 
requires that you serve all parties to 
the adjudication with a copy of your 
Initial Disclosures.  However, the 
Indian Wells Valley Water District 
understands that the prospect of 
having to serve over 300 people, 
whether by email or mail, may be 
daunting.  The Water District is 
offering to circulate completed Initial 
Disclosures forms.  If you complete 
the form and send it to the Water 
District’s attorneys, they will circulate 
to all other parties.  To send a copy to 
the Water District’s attorneys, you 
may email or mail it as follows:

iwvgb@murphyevertz.com

Murphy & Evertz LLP
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Attn: Emily Madueno

If you prefer to serve your 
Initial Disclosures yourself, 
rather than having the Water 
District do so, you are welcome 
to do so.  You can use this page 
(Proof of Service) to show that 
you sent your Initial 
Disclosures to all parties listed 
on the service list.  The service 
list is located at pages 11 to 64 
of the Sample Initial 
Disclosures Form.  Most 
parties can be served a copy via 
email, though a dozen or so 
require service by U.S. Mail as 
indicated on the service list.  
You may contact the Water 
District’s attorneys 
(iwvgb@murphyevertz.com; 
(714) 277-1750) to obtain two 
lists to assist you with service.  
One list contains the email 
addresses for those who may be 
served via email.  The second 
list contains the mailing 
addresses of those requiring 
mail service.


